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Vice-Chair Program 
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(815) 603 – 1098 

programchair@asq1213.com 
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Renee Bell 

708-757-7880 Ext: 2246 
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Brent Leffel 
219-473-4131 
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ASQ Contact Information 

 

Region 12 Director 

Kam Gupta 

847-612-4244 

citkam@gmail.com 

 

ASQ Headquarters 

1-800-248-1946 

 

Illiana Section Web Site 

Www.asq-illiana.org 
 

Mission Statement 

Illiana Section 1213—ASQ is dedicated to advancing 

the principles and practices of quality control for the 

benefit of its members, the Society, local business 

and industry, the education sector, and the 

community. 

I am not sure whether it was the topic, the speaker, the location or the weather, but we had our 

largest turnout for this fiscal year at the April Dinner Meeting.  For those wanting copies of the 

slides from that presentation, they should be available from our website before our next meeting.  

It would be a great finish if even more people show up for our last meeting of the year on May 

20th. 

 

The fiscal year for 2007-2008 ends June 30th and thus concludes my two-year stint as Chair of the 

Illiana Section.  There are a few people that I want to publicly acknowledge for their help and 

assistance during my term.  In a volunteer organization, you need people willing to commit their 

time to help to make the organization run smoothly.  I want to thank Kim Bernas for attending 

almost every single dinner and board meeting these past two years. Since our section bought the 

projection screen, she has been faithfully lugging it around, back and forth - trust me, it is not light.  

Kim also worked with Carlithe to put together this year’s program series and dinner locations.  

When Lloyd Welch stepped down as Recertification Chair, Kim took over that role, and also 

helped organize our December plant tour. 

 

Another individual I want to mention is Mike Boothe.  I know I am very pleased with how our 

website currently looks and how quickly it is updated ever since he assumed the role of 

“Webmaster” for the section.    His talents save the section hundreds of dollars each year in 

expenses, thus making some of our giveaways possible.  The words I have written for the “Chair’s 

Message” would not be possible for dissemination without Bill Blackmon finding the time to put 

the newsletter together, even while traveling in his current job.  Lastly, I didn’t handpick Tracy 

Sims to be the next chair - just coaxed enough) - and I am very pleased that he stepped forward to 

takeover in July.  During my term, I’ve turned to Tracy for advice and to help out with a variety of 

tasks.  I have no qualms that the section will be in good hands for another year (or two).  He will 

find that the job is enjoyable when you have a good set of fellow board members in place and a 

supportive section who attend our dinner meetings.  Speaking of board members, I am happy to 

announce that David Heninger has volunteered to be our new Membership Chair, taking over for 

Tracy. 

 

For those that received a chit for attending the conference in January, be advised that this month’s 

meeting is the last time you can redeem it.  Reserve your spot for the May meeting at our website 

(http://www.asq-illiana.org).  Remember, if you will have attended five meetings this past year and 

have yet to receive a token of our appreciation, we have something waiting for you ;). 

 

Steven Schuelka 

Chairperson 

 

http://www.asq-illiana.org/
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Co-Chief Proctor 

Tracy Sims 

(708) 747-4236  

qtsims@comcast.net 

 

Co-Chief Proctor 

Larry Sprengel 

Larrysprengel@msn.com 

(815) 634-5911 

 

Education Chair 

Daniel Lowery, PhD 

(219)-473-4307   
dlowery@ccsj.edu 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Edgar W. (Bill) Blackmon 

(708) 575— 2534 

bill.blackmon@innophos.c

om 

 

Recertification Chair 

Kim Bernas 

(708) 543– 3400 

Kbernas@fedsig.com 
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net 

Mike Boothe 

708-596-5800 

Quality @callabco.com  

 

Auditing Committee Chair 

Larry Sprengel 

Larrysprengel@msn.com 

(815) 634-5911 

 

 

 

If you have any comments 

or questions, please feel 

free to contact your 

Board Members or ASQ. 

I l l iana Signal  

Certification Exams 
 

Exam List                                                       Exam Date       Appl. Deadline 
2008   

 

 

CQE/CQA/CSQE/CQIA/CCT/CQPA/SSGB     June 7   April 4 

 

CQT/CRE/CHA/CBA/CMQ/CQI/CSSBB     October 18  August 15 

 

CQE/CQA/CSQE/CQIA/CCT/CQPA/SSGB     December 6  October 3 

 

The location for the 2008 June tests  for Section 1213 will be at  Joliet Junior 
College, Joliet, Il. 

May Meeting 
 

DATE:                     Tuesday, May 20, 2008 

 

Location:             Casa Margarita  

     9549 W. 151st Street 

     Orland Park, IL 60462 

     708-403-5585 

 

TIME:                       6:15 P.M.  ---  Registration  

                                  6:30 P.M.  ---  Dinner  

                                 7:30 P.M.  ---  Program  

 

SPEAKER:   Manu K. Vora, Ph.D., MBA 

 

TOPIC:     Leadership Development 

 

COST:     $20.00 

 

Abstract: 
 
This presentation is designed for those in senior and upper-middle levels of management 

with positions such as President, Vice President, general manager, division head, director, 

department head, human resources manager, and others in significant roles who are charged with 

leading and managing an organization. Executives and business leaders who are ready to learn from 

best-in-class leadership practices will benefit from this presentation. 

 

At this inspiring and interactive presentation you will: 

Learn about leadership characteristics of famous leaders 

Understand your own leadership characteristics 

Learn about excellent leadership models 

Learn a roadmap for leadership development 

Learn about major resources for leadership development 

Learn major concepts, best practices, and practical tools to enhance your 

 leadership. 
 

 

Please RSVP—NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, NOON, 05/16/08 

 

Go to our website at http://www.asq-Illiana.org to place your reservation, or send an email to 



Illiana Section 1213 
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MEETING LOGISTICS 

 

 

Dr. Manu Vora is Chairman and President of Business Excellence, Inc. a global quality management consulting 

services firm. He has over 30 years of leadership experience and has guided Fortune 500 companies (AT&T Bell 

Laboratories and Lucent Technologies) with Malcolm Baldrige assessment in the areas of leadership development, 

customer satisfaction, employee engagement and continuous process improvement.  As an Adjunct Professor, he 

teaches “Quality Management” and “Supply Chain Management” at Stuart School of Business at Illinois Institute of 

Technology in Chicago. He is a Past Vice President of ASQ, Past Chair of ASQ Chicago section, ASQ Fellow, and 

Certified Quality Engineer. Manu has B.S., M.S. & Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering and an MBA with Marketing 

Management. He is a sought after speaker on business excellence and quality management topics with over 190 

presentations at local, regional, national and international levels. 

 

Dr. Vora served as a Chief Judge at Illinois Team Excellence Award Program from 1993-1999. He is serving as a Judge 

for the International Asia Pacific Quality Award Program since 2004. Dr. Vora has been recognized with numerous 

awards from ASQ including ASQ Grant Medal, ASQ Lancaster Medal, Testimonial Awards, and ASQ Chicago 

Section’s Joe Lisy & Founder’s Award. He has published a chapter on “Managing Human Capital” in the book ñSix 

Sigma for Transactions and Serviceò by McGraw-Hill in 2005. He has successfully delivered this presentation in India 

(Bangalore, Chennai, Delhi, Mumbai, Mysore & Pune), Mexico (Acapulco, Queretaro, Mexico City, Monterrey & 

Tijuana), Sultanate of Oman (Muscat), Peru (Lima) and USA.   
 
 

                                                                                                          

Plan to attend Illiana 1213 Dinner Meetings 

Directions 

 

From North: Take I-90/I-94 East to I-55 South, Take I-55 to Lagrange Road (Rt. 
45) South 11.1 miles, Turn left on 151st street, End at 9549 W. 151st Street 
Orland Park, IL.. 

From West: I-80 East to Lagrange Road North , exit 145. Go 4.5 miles to 151st 
Street, turn right on 151st. Street to 9549 W 151st. Street, Orland Park, Il 
From South: Take I57 north to I80 West. Follow I-80 W to exit 145 and  follow 
the directions above. 
Sign on to the Illiana Website www.asq-illiana.org for any new information 

Meeting Agenda 2008 

Date ASQ Contact                Topic Location  Speaker 

5/20/2008 Carlithe 

Layosa  
Leadership Development  Casa Margarita  

9549 W. 151st Street 

Orland Park, IL 60462 

708-403-5585 

Manu K. Vora, 
Ph.D., Chairman 
and President, 
Business Excel-
lence, Inc. 



Edgar W. Blackmon 

Innophos 

1101 Arnold Street 

Chicago Heights, Il 60411 

 

Phone: (708) 575-2534 

E-Mail: bill.blackmon@innophos.com 
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Leadership Development 

 
Manu K. Vora, Ph.D., MBA 

May 20, 2008 beginning at 6:15 P.M. 
 

Casa Margarita  

9549 W. 151st Street 

Orland Park, IL 60462 

708-403-5585 

 

ILLIANA MEMBERS PLEASE UPDATE ASQ WITH YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS FOR 

IMPORTANT UPDATES FROM YOUR SECTION. 
 

REMEMBER TO CHECK THE ILLIANA WEBSITE MONTHLY FOR THE BALANCE 

OF THE SECTION NEWSLETTERS !! 

 


