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Section Executive  

Committee 

Contact Information 

 

Section Chair 

Tracy Sims 

(708) 747-4236  

qtsims@comcast.net 

  

Section Chair Emeritus 

Steve Schuelka 

219-689-3804  

  sjschuelka@yahoo.com   

 

Vice-Chair Membership 

David Heninger 

(815) 922-7835  

dheninger@alumni.niu.edu  

 

Vice-Chair Program 

Carlithe Layosa 

(815) 603-1098 (cell) 

carlithe.layosa@stvinc.com  

 

Secretary 

Renee Bell 

(708) 757-7880 (2246)  

renee.bell@us.vesuvius.co

m  

 

Treasurer 

Brent Leffel 

(219) 808-9209 (cell)  

leffe-

labc.1274@sbcglobal.net  

I L L I A N A  S I G N A L  
Illiana Website www.asq-illiana.org. 

ASQ Contact Information 

 

Region 12 Director 

Kam Gupta 

847-612-4244  

CITKAM@aol.com 

 

ASQ Headquarters 

1-800-248-1946  

 

Illiana Section Web Site 

www.asq-illiana.org 

Mission Statement 

Illiana Section 1213ñASQ is dedicated to advancing 

the principles and practices of quality control for the 

benefit of its members, the Society, local business 

and industry, the education sector, and the 

community. 

 

 

Greetings Everyone, 

 

The December section meeting, always a tour at some nearby facility, took place at the Momence 
Packing Company where they produce fresh Johnsonville Sausage (yes, including their famous 

brats).  It was very interesting, with a surprising amount of automation and more planned.  The 

most versatile robot Iôve ever seen packed the flat packages into boxes on one line, while the 

hand packed other line is to get the robot soon.  As it was very cool in the manufacturing area, 

this would be a great summer job.  You can see a picture with all of our smiling faces in this 

newsletter.  As is often the case, a box of samples went home with each attendee ï delicious!  We 

also all enjoyed a dinner together at a wonderful Italian restaurant in Manteno after the tour. 

 

Our next meeting is the annual Illiana Section business meeting at Sanfratelloôs in Glenwood.  

There is always delicious food and this is a great networking opportunity in these troubled times. 

 

On Friday, January 30th, we will have our 2nd annual Illiana Section conference, with the theme 

ñQuality as a Way of Lifeò at Calumet College of St. Joseph in Whiting, IN.  We received a lot of 

positive feedback regarding last yearôs conference, and there is limited attendance, so sign up 

early.  At this time, the registration has been opened up to the surrounding sections, so if you have 

not already signed up, you better move fast ï there is a strict limit of 125 attendees. 

 

Donôt forget, that the cold days of winter this can be a great time to study for one of the ASQ 

certification exams ï these can be very beneficial for a current job, and especially helpful if you 

are in transition.  The information about test dates is available in this newsletter and in more 
detail on the web site.  There are many different certifications now, so there is very likely one that 

would apply to you personally, your current position, or a position you aspire to.  Give it a try! 

 

If you would like to help the section by volunteering, even a small task can be very helpful, 

please get in contact with me or one of the other board members. 

 

Please donôt forget to periodically visit our own Illiana website, www.asq-illiana.org, where each 

edition of the newsletter, the program schedule, and other information you might need, is posted.  

You may not know this, but we also post job opportunities that we hear about. 

 

Regards, 

 

Tracy Sims 

Section Chair 
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Illiana Section Committee  

Contact Information 

 
Co-Chief Proctor    

Tracy Sims  
Phone:  (708) 747-4236 

qtsims@comcast.net 

 
Co-Chief Proctor & Auditing 

Committee Chair   
 Larry Sprengel   

Phone:  (815) 634-5911 

Larrysprengel@msn.com 
 

Education Chair   
Daniel Lowery, PhD.  

Calumet College-St. Joseph's 
Phone: (713) 721-0202 x.271 

dlowery@ccsj.edu  
 

Newsletter Editor   
Bill Blackmon  

Phone: (708) 575-2534 

bill.blackmon@innophos.co
m 
 

Recertification Chair 
Kim Bernas 

(708) 534-3400 

kbernas@fedsig.com  
 

Database Chair & Internet   
Mike Boothe  

Phone: (708) 596-5800 
quality@callabco.com 

 
Nominating Committee 

Chair   
Don Herz  

Phone: (708) 755-7000 X337 

Email:  dherz@landauerinc
.com  

If you have any comments 

or questions, please feel 

free to contact your 

Board Members or ASQ. 

I l l iana Signal 

Certification Tests  
 

Exam List                                                        Exam Date        Appl. Deadline  
2009   

CQT,CRE,CQI,CMQ/OE,CHA,CBA,CSSBB    March 7   January 9 

 

World Conf, Houston, Tx  All Exams     TBA 

 

CQE/CQA/CSQE/CQIA/CCT/CQPA/CSSGB   June 7    April 8 

 

CQT,CRE,CQI,CMQ/OE,CHA,CBA,CSSBB    October 17   August 14 

 

CQE/CQA/CSQE/CQIA/CCT/CQPA/CSSGB   December 5  October 9 

 
 

 

 

The location for the March  and June 2009  tests have  been confirmed for Section 1213 at:  

Joliet Junior College  

Joliet, IL  

 

 

January Meeting 

 

DATE:                    Tuesday, January 27, 2009 

LOCATION:      Sanfratelloôs 
      127 Main Street 
      Glenwood, IL 60425 
      (708) 758-5500 
 

TIME:                      6:15 P.M.  ---  Registration  

                                 6:30 P.M.  ---  Dinner  

                                 7:30 P.M.  ---  Program 

  

TOPIC:         Section Business - Election  

 

 

Please RSVP ASAP -- No later than Friday  January 23, 

2009 

 

Submit reservation online  at http://www.asq-Illiana.org to 

place your reservation, or send an email to 
carlithe.layosa@stvinc.com  
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Momence Packing Plant Tour 12/09/08 


